24t Sunday
Ordinowy Time

il

St. Peter’s Parish
Port Hood

Sept. 13, 2026

Contact Information

Fr. Sunny Sebastian,
Administrator
902-787-3317

Parish Office
(902) 787-3317
Parish Office Hours
Wednesday to Friday from
10.00 am to 12.00 pm.

Website
www.saintpetersporthood.com

Email
stpetersporthood@gmail.com

Pastoral Council Chairperson
Leon Livingstone
(902) 787-3041

Finance Council Chairperson
Charlie MacDonald
902-631-6533

CWL President
Debbie MacDonald
902-623-2578

KOC Grand Knight
Roderick Morris

(902) 718-6768

Baptisms
By appointment, please call
Parish Office

Marriages
Please call Parish Office at least

six months in advance.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday to Friday: 5:15pm
to 5:45pm & Saturday: 2.30pm to
3.30pm

To book Parish Hall call:
Ann MacDonald 902-787-2213
Ellen Murphy 902-631-0613

Bulletin
parishbulletin@hotmail.com
Send notices no later than 12

noon on Wednesdays.
Please note that bulletin notices
may be edited for
brevity or clarity.
Thank you,
Tudi MacEachern

Parish News

Mass Schedule
4:00 pm on Saturday and 10:00 am on Sunday

Date Readers Eucharistic Ministers

Sat. Sept. 19, 4:00pm Gerard MacPhee Donna MacDonald

Sun. Sept. 20, 10:00am Mary J MacDonald Judy Leadbetter

Weekday Masses

Mon. Sept. 14 6:00pm Special Intention by Fr. Eugene

Tues. Sept. 15 6:00pm For Cyriac Madathil & family by family

Wed. Sept. 16 6:00pm (R) Glen MacDonald by Annie Mae & Melanie
Thu. Sept.17 6:00pm Sylvia MacDonald by Barbara MacLellan

Fri. Sept. 18 6:00pm (R)Tommy Batherson by Jenny Batherson

KOC: Regular monthly council meeting will be held on Sunday, September 20, at
7:30 pm in the Parish Hall. All knights are encouraged to attend. Rosary at 7:00 pm.

Religious Education: Parents planning to register their children for religious
education for the year 2026/2027 and for the First Reconciliation, First Holy
Communion and Confirmation for the year 2027 may contact Elizabeth
MacDonald, the Coordinator for Religious Education. She can be reached at 902-
258-7206. The classes begin on Monday September 21 at 5.30pm

Parish Celebration: Fr. Sunny and St. Peter’s Parish Pastoral and Finance Council
invite YOU to join us for a parish celebration on Sunday, September 13 after the
11am Mass. This is to thank the parishioners and the many volunteers who have
and who continue to support our church-by your attendance at Mass, your
financial contributions, and your participation in the committees and the many
small and big tasks that keep our church going. There will be hot dogs and
hamburgers, cookies, tea, coffee and drinks. Expect everyone to join!!!

The Chestico Museum is holding a Reverse Raffle fundraiser. Only 200 tickets are
sold - $20 per ticket. Numbered balls will be drawn to represent each ticket sold.
There are multiple prizes with the last ball drawn winning $1000! The draw will
take place at The Admiral on Tuesday, September 29 at 6 PM. The Admiral will be
open to ticket holders only that night. Stop by the museum to pick your number or
e-transfer to chesticomuseum@ns.aliantzinc.ca

Dear Friends of the Shrime: May the peace and blessings of Our Lord be with you.
As we move toward the beautiful days of early Autumn, we are filled with gratitude
for each of you who continues to support, visit and pray at our beloved Mother of
Sorrow Shrine Mabou. We are very happy to share that our Annual Celebration will
take place on Sunday, September 13, 2026, with Rosary beginning at 1:00 pm at
the Shrine. This will be followed by Sunday Mass at 4:00 pm in St. Mary’s Church
Mabou and a lunch at 5.00pm in the Mabou Hall compliments to CWL. This special
day has always been a time for gathering in faith, honoring Our Lady and
celebrating the spiritual refuge the Shrine has offered to countless pilgrims over
the years.

Solem Celebration of Rosary: As October is specially dedicated as the Month of
Rosary, the Solemn celebration of the Rosary with the Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament will be held from October 21 to 30; On Weekends, 20
minutes before the Mass and on Weekdays, after the 6.00pm Mass.

The Atlantic Marian Gathering: All are warmly invited to attend the annual Atlantic
Marian Gathering-an event in the Atlantic Provinces for the faithful to grow closer
to Jesus through Mary. The theme for this year is "Woman, behold your son," with
guest speaker Fr. Tim Devine CC, and Worship Leader Heather Jansma. Join us at St.
Vincent de Paul Church in Dartmouth from October 2™ to 4™. Check our website
for special hotel group rates for those coming from out of town. For more
information and to register visit: atlanticmariangathering.ca and email to
mariangatheringhalifax@gmail.com.
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As a huge thank you to local communities and early supporters, I’'m continuing to offer a pre-launch, limited
time special of $30/540 + flat rate shipping for And Momma Cried, a nonfiction, historical book before it hits
global retail. It is 374 pages, softcover ($30.00 + shipping) and hardcover ($40.00 + shipping) when ordered
directly through the author. To order the special before the launch date (October 18), 2026, email and e-
transfer fgillisl23@gmail.com. Afterwards it will be available on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and in limited
retail stores for $36 and $49 plus tax. Thank you for your time and support. The culmination of 30 plus years
of interviews and research, And Momma Cried takes us into life prior, during, and after the Second World War
in an attempt to not let our Cape Breton, and Maritime connection to war slip away. It focuses on local
history, mothers, sons, and brothers, as well as the brotherhood formed by boys, soldiers and men willing to
sacrifice it all. Complete with over 250 photographs and artwork, it is a tribute to the men and women who
fought for the Allies and will very much become a legacy, and heirloom for generations to come. Author,
Francene (Jessome) Gillis

From the Pastor’s Desk

“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do not
forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Mathew 6:14-15) ‘Why Forgive?’ This was
the headline of Time Magazine on January 9, 1984, referring to Pope Saint John Paul II's visit on December 27,
1983, to Rome’s Rebibbia prison, to meet Mehmet Ali Agca the man who had attempted to assassinate him
on May 13, 1981, in St. Peter’s Square. At the heart of all Christian doctrine is the concept of forgiveness, and
Pope John Paul Il made that concept one of the most impressive aspects of his legacy, both in the way he
sought forgiveness and in the way he practiced it himself. His visit to the prison was a great act of this
forgiveness and reconciliation. The meeting was a personal gesture of pardon and a powerful public
statement that resonated with the Christian message of forgiveness. The Pope, when emerged from the
prison after the meeting said, “I spoke to a brother whom I have pardoned.” Forgiving our enemies is one of
the central teachings of Jesus. Pope Saint John Paul Il embodied and personified this and it was a model for
everybody especially the Christians all over the world. The readings for this Twenty Fourth Sunday concern
forgiving and being reconciled with those who wound us. All the three readings today remind us of the path
to forgiveness, mercy, and reconciliation and challenge us to walk this path with Jesus, the only Way to Life.

In today’s Gospel (Mathew (18:21-35), through the parable of the two debtors, Jesus teaches us that
there should be no limit to our forgiveness and no conditions attached to our reconciliation. “For if you
forgive others their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do not forgive others,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Mt 6:14-15). This parable is intended to be a moral
exhortation for the Church on the need for forgiveness. Peter asked Jesus how often he ought to forgive his
brother and then answered his own question by suggesting that he should forgive seven times. As seven was
a holy number to Jewish people, symbolizing perfection, fullness, abundance, rest, and completion, Peter
expected to be warmly commended. But Jesus’ answer was that the Christian must forgive “seventy times
seven times.” In other words, there is no reckonable limit to forgiveness. By this parable Jesus challenges us to
forgive the offenses of our brothers and sisters unconditionally as we have received a greater amount of
forgiveness and mercy from God for our own offenses and sins against Him. The first debtor in the parable
was hopelessly indebted. The accumulated sum of all our sins makes us greater debtors before God than the
first debtor; still God is ready to forgive us unconditionally. The sum total of all the offenses which our
brothers and sisters commit against us is equivalent to the small debt of the second debtor in the parable. Our
own merciless behavior towards our fellow human beings is both shocking and sad; it resembles that of the
forgiven first servant who turned toward his fellow servant in the same household and refused to forgive a
much smaller debt. As members of the Christian community we are called by Jesus to treat one another as
God has treated each of us. Here is a Divine call to throw away the calculator when it comes to forgiveness.
We must choose the more honorable path and forgive one another “from the heart.” We have been forgiven
a debt which is beyond all paying-the debt of the sin of all humankind which brought about the death of God'’s
own Son-and, if that is so, we must forgive others as God has forgiven us. Having experienced forgiveness at
the hands of God and God’s people, we are then called, and given grace, to forgive those who wound us in our
turn and so make it possible for others to experience God’s Mercy through us. Let us forgive, forget, and be
reconciled.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT IN THE CHAPEL

Thank Yow



